
Key Issues:
•	 “Retail	rescue”	–	importation	of	dogs	from	profit	under	the	guise	of	legitimate	rescue	–	

is	a	major	problem,	according	to	the	CDC

•	 Thousands	of	dogs	and	puppies	are	imported	into	Illinois	each	year	from	major	“puppy	

mill”	states	with	lax	animal	welfare	laws

•	 Some	Illinois	rescues	get	80%	of	their	dogs	from	out-of-state

•	 It	is	unclear	where	these	“rescues”	actually	come	from.	Importation	records	don’t	show	

the	true	origin.

•	 Transportation	is	stressful	for	animals	and	can	spread	deadly	disease

PAWS Chicago
Importing from: AR

Adoption fees: 

$200		-	$450

Revenue (2020):	$15.1m	

Wright-Way 
Rescue
Importing from: MS

Adoption fees: 

$345	-	$545

Revenue (2020):	$3.4m

Anderson 
Humane
Importing from: OK 

Adoption fees: 

$125	-	$525

Revenue (2020):	$4.6m

Jellystone Bark’s 
Rescue Rangers
Importing from: KY 

Adoption fees: 

Up	to	$895

Revenue (2020): 273k

Imports Surrenders Strays In-State Transfer Import Rate

PAWS Chicago 2021 1590 296 2 251 74.3%

PAWS Chicago 2022 1177 288 4 246 68.6%

Wright Way 2021 3590 0 27 853 80.3%

Wright Way 2022 3363 1195 52 93 71.5%

Anderson Humane 2021 1820 322 44 0 83.3%

Anderson Humane 2022 1819 321 3 0 84.9%

Jellystone Bark 2022 1688 0 0 4 99.7%



PAWS	Chicago	reprimanded	by	Illinois	Department	of	Agriculture	for	illegally	importing	animals	in	2021.	

August	2022	import	from	Oklahoma	to	Illinois	showing	“beagle”	and	“doodle”	puppies.	This	Oklahoma	

facility	says	it	has	transported	14,000	animals	since	2014.

“Many dogs are bred irresponsibly in large numbers in “puppy mills” overseas, 

where the risk of congenital abnormalities and disease is high. Importers then 

fly them as cargo in large batches, claiming them as “rescue” dogs, valued at $0 

on their paperwork, and allowing the importers to evade entry and broker fees.”

- Centers for Disease Control and Prevention


